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Gaspard Gustave de Coriolis

1792 - 1843

Bomn in France and trained as an engineer, Gaspard Gustave de Coriolis began a
teaching and research career at age 24. Fascinated by problems related to rotating
machinery, he was led to derive the equations of motion in a rotating framework of
reference. The result of these studies was presented to the Académie des Sciences in
the summer of 1831.

The world’s largest experimental rotating table, at the Institut de Mécanique in
Grenoble, France, is named after him and has been used in countless simulations of

geophysical fluid phenomena. (Photo from the archives of the Académie des Sciences,
Paris.)

B. Cushman-Roisin, “Introduction to Geophysical Fluid Dynamics”
Prentice Hall
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